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ABSTRACT 

Old Order Ami sfi in modern societyhave retained 
definite customs and traditions^ At the heart of theirthinking is 
the belief that ^ resolving conflicts peacefuliywi thin their own 
cultural group i? a necessity. In tifnes of conscription of young men, 
alternative service _ in governmental-approved civilian work is 
performed instead of military service^ Types of w6rk_approved for the 
Amish emphasize the national health and safety 6£ humankind in 
society. Working in hospitals has been an important type of 
alternative service. (BZ) 
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PEACE, THE Otf) QRDER AHiSH, AND SOeJETY 



At the present time in United Stotei history^ it li o-f utmost 
impcrtance to emphasize living together peace-fully in order to endoy 
and appreciate that which is Qood, trut, and beautiful. Federal monies 
spent on huge weapons systems which could destroy most or all o? the 
humar, population on the plahel: earth is money spent ?or items other 
than proper health care, quality schools to educate people j sa-fe roads 
arid highways to transport people and goods, e-f-ficient train service, 
the necessities or li-fe -for the unemployed and the uhertip 1 dyabl e , and a 
society where criitie is at a minimal - 

Extravagant budgets -for the military make -for waste- It pushes 
super powers to the ultimate to promote its own nationalism and 
e thnocentr i sm. the end result may be a catastrophic calamity -from 
which each super power is unwilling to negotiate and unable to work 
toward peace. 

The choice is burs in terms o^ which direction to go whether it be 
hegbtiatibhs and weapbhs reductibris br each super power pushing its own 
ideology tb a pbint d-f mass destrlictibhi with br without war as ah 
bbjective. Spending mbhey bh huge weapbhs systems in and b-f itseH is 
wasteful, leaving increasingly less -funds -for domestic spc^ndihg which 
cart benefit all o-f society. 



A central concept oi Old Order Amlsh during times oi conscription 
oi young men is alternative service in place o-f military service. 
Local dra-ft boards generally cooperate to give these men a 
classification which emphasizes going into selected types of approved 
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cigilian seruice instead b-f being dra-Fted into any branch in the armed 
serQices. 



There has been a long traditibri b-f hot participating in the 

nilitary -for Amish during times oi cbhscr i pt i on . In -Fact^ Jacob Amrnan 

their -first leader, in the later ISDO's imphasized conscientious 

Dbjectidn to war. The conscience is iht/olved in taking this position. 

in alt wars, the Old Order Amish rs-fuse to participate in the military 

rhus^ it is not a recent philoscphy, nor does it emphasize selected 

jars ir which the Amish do not participate. In all wars at all times, 

► ar t i c i pat i on in any -facet o-f military service is -frowned upon. 

Which kind of civilian ser^^ice do draft age Old Order Amish men 

1 

ler-form in times o-f conscription? Hostettler wrote the following: 

In some cases the Amjsh were abje to have their ybUhg 
men 3i5srgned to_pl^aces where other Amish were working, in 
agrJcuHure rather than in hosp j tal carej But having their 
young men exposed to other objectors, - 1 iberal Amish and 
Menhonites, who were highly art ical ate and persua^jvej also 
was disruptive. _The Am[sh boys maintained their Amish life 
style, but were frequently unable to artjculate it^ The 
problem was somewhat al 1 ev i ated when local draft boards 
honored farm deferment requests from the Amish. The 
Selective Service also hbhdred a plan whereby a conscripted 
young man could go to ahotFer Amish community and serve for 
two years doing farm work where help was essential. 

Thus, instead bf military service. Old Order Amish work in 

ospitals, on farms, and in relief work among refugees overseass 

2 

The Mennohite Encyclopedia cbhtaihs the following on Civilian 
ublic Service <C?3) which served needs of conscientious objectors 
jr I ng Wor 1 d War 1 1 : 



John A. Hostetler, A fflish ^ CT ? ty . Sal timbre: John Ropkins 
ilversity Press, 1930, page 269. 

2 _ _ _ : 

Th^ H^n nonite Shcycibb >3 d i-a . Mewtbh^ Kansas: Mennohite 
Jbiication Of^-'ice, t?55| pages 606 and id7. 



Tb i s^^ irst Renncr. i te carnp w5.s establ ished tc eroaoe in 
soil coDserMat j on^ --Be-fore the end o-f CPS, eleOen sb\\' 
conserwation_camps 5C5.-:tered from Maryland to Idaho had been 
or were be I ng^ operated by the MennGnjte Central CorDr-. I t tee , 
act ino -fcr the_Mennoni tes o-f the Un i ted States . Ear^y in the 
CPS program^ it was assamed ths t s i nee -f armi h§ was the 
leading profession among Mennonites, rriost of the draft men 
would prefer th ! s_k']nd of senn ce^ ^ When an increasing number 
of men came from nonf arm backgroands^ other types of lAJorl*: 
were opened so that by Septef^Ber 1545^on]y 19 percent of the 
Mehriohlte men were in so 1 1 conservat 1 on . An equal number, 
howeuer^ were engaged In other forms of agricultural service, 
ihcludihg d^iry units. 

_ second type of.work" was that done under the direction 

o-f t.he United States Fores t Sery i ce . Although the major 

purpose of the western camps was to present or stop forest 
fires^ much time was spent in buildjng forest trails, caring 
for nursery stock, and^engaging i n pest control , One of the 
most spectacular services was that of the parachute jumpers 
who were trained to parachute to the scene of a forest fire 
there to engage in the usual f I r e— f i gh 1 1* ng techiniques. 

... The two camps under the Bareaa of f?eclaniati on worked 
bh the cbhstryctioh of dams and a third camp digided its work 
between this Bureau and the Farm Secur i ty Adm I n I strat i" on , 
develdpirig an irrigation project in the Yellowstone River 
Valley. 

Other service in the fiel.d of agr I cul ture was per-fbrmed 
in small units such as the one at the Nebraska Agricultural 
Experiment Station. A CPS Reserve was made up of men who 
acted as livestock attendants on boats of cattle and horses 
sent-to Europe. In May 1942 the first group of men from a 
Mennonrte camp to serve [ri a dairy unit were pi aced_i n 
Wisconsin. By August 1945 the Menribnites had over 550 men in 
^^'^5^ ^^r^^ f .^'^^RQ whom were a considerable number engaged in 
dairy herd testing. 

- _^Q* an ent [re|y different nature was work in the 
dangeroo5ly_anderroanned mental hospitals and training 
schools, in August 1942 the f I rst men from a Merihbh i te camp 
to^work in a state mental hospital arrived atyesterh State 
Hospital_<qiV.), Staunton^ ya. By December 1945 mbre_thah 
1 ,500 men_had serged_Jn mental hqsp i tal un I ts under_MCC 
adminlstrat [on i Other men served under the United States 
Publ|c Health |n_Florida and Mi ssi ssl pp i where the work * 
centered_aroand hookworm con trol . A unit in Puerto Ricb 
spent part of its time workingwl th the same grbblem. 
Recelvjng much pobl]c|t> were the "guinea pig" units, in 
which men Mork]ng_under_ the Office o-f Scientific Research and 
Development subjected themselves to various experiments 
designed to gain information having to do with hutritibh and 
di sease . 

During World War 11^ Old Order Amish young men were conscripted 
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into camps together with other Menndnite men. These Mehnbnite groups 
included The General Con-ferehce, The Meriribnite Bretherh^ Old 
Mennonites, CdnservatiUe Smish, and Beachy Am i sh , ambngi others. 

During the Korean cbh-flict, dra-ftec Mehhbhite men dl-F?erent 
sects also worked as corisc i eht i bus cbjectbrs in l^'^rcv&t ci^ilicn types 
of services. They were paid a nominal amount -for their servjcf?s to 
take care o-f room, board, clothing, arid vital incidentals. The 
writer, not an Old Order Amish, was iri the Hashemite KIriedbm oi the 
Jordan -for two years with the Menndnite Central Cbmmittee <MCC) 
teaching school and assisting in clcthing d i str i but i bhs tb Palestinian 
refugees. In the United States CO's wdrked iri gerieral hbspitals^ 
mental hospitals, Hennonite colleges asmainteriace wbrkers, arid 
disaster work cleanup following tornados, hurricanes, as well as bther 
natural di saste'rs . 

Being a male conscientious objector <C0) at a young age, such as 
ages 13 and 14 can be very uncomfortable and unpopular when a popular 
war IS going oh. The larger society, such as during World War II, were 
highly suppbrti^^e of this conflict. Society as a whole, may than 
perceive CB^s as being; 

1. cowardly in that they are afraid of combat and death . 

2. unwbrthy to live In the United States due to not supporting 
^ war. efforts directiyi 

3. dislbyal to the United States. 

4. less than human and not deserving to CMh farm land and 
property in general • 

5. favbpable tb the Nazi cause. 

The writer during his seventh and eigth years (194D-1942) attended 
a five teacher rural schbbl . There were three predraft age boys known 
Ip be CD's because th^ir parents were Mennonites. The other boys 
called the three; • 

^9. 6 



1. yellow bellied bastards i 

2. god damn CD's; 

Forced wrestling in a punitige way was also a punishment to t^ese 
prb-fessed CO^s. CD's were not to protect themselves. 

Then in high school (lP4g-i946b, similar tactics and approaches 
were utilized in dealing with Ce's. The writer rarely has mehtibhec he 
was a CO to the larger society. Re is prbad o-F having been a CC, but 
the consequences had been highly un-favorable -from the larger society. 
The writer should hoj^; state, as a result o-f these experiences, the 
word CO is Almost taboo. He talks about alternative service instead. 
Alternative service sounds respectable and sophisticated. During the 
Korean and Vi e triamese con-Flicts, the latter in particular, alternative 
service was viewed more sympathetically by society as compared to World 
War II. It might have even been a positive sign to be In alternative, 
rather than mMitary service, during the Vletnar-ese conflict. 

it appears that Vietnamese veterans served in a conflict viewed as 
being negative. These servicemen were almost receiv*:*d as being 
"abnormal" when returning to civilian 1 i -f e . Thus^ every attention must 
be given -for all In society to have status, fbbd^ clothing? and shelter 
needs met. But above all, each person must have security^ ?eel wanted, 
and develop feelings o-f achievement. Living peace-fully becomes a niajbr 
goal among members in world society. I-f con-flicts are not resolved 
between and among nations, money and e-f-fort goes intb destruction, 
rather than constructive endeavors. Constructive endeavors arej 

1. qual|ty education so each can achieve optimally. 

2. approprjate health care -for each. With proper health, goal 
attainment is possible. 

3. adequate nutrjtjon, housing, and clothing. Otherwise, one may 
worr^ about physio! ogjcal needs, rather than achieve, 
accomplish^ and attain; 
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4, Acceptance oi all people regardless b-f race^ creed, and 
be! I e-f s • 

Destructive endeavors are in evidence when money and e??orts go in 
opposite directions bi meeting human n^eds. 'Jhen federal, state, 
and local gbverhfneh ts: cut -Funds going into constructive endeavors, 
persons individual!/ are hurt whether in education, health care, 
nutrition, or other needs. Meeting needs or peopie develops a work 
■force whereby each may attain more optimally in developing democracy as 
a concept more -fully within a nation. 

Meeting needs of people should be the goal ot any natich. Jt 
shoGid not be viewed as being socialistic or communistic. Sometimes, 
groups in society want to label federal, state, and local endeavors in 
meeting human n&eds as being "socialistic" and "corrmiuh i st i c" . Labels 
can be very destructive, HUmariess and conflict resolutions, rather 
than continual increased military spthdihg and continued threats made 
against enemies regardless of the hatibh<s) involved, should be In 
vogue . 

Philoisophy of the Old Order Amish 

Traditions, not modernism, is a Key concept in fimish thoughts Isjew 
f arm mach ines, innovative thinking in home life, as well <X:> creative 
ideas in religion, are frowned upon. Custom and attempts to maintain 
the status quo are the ideal. Being removed frooi urban and suburban 
areas are to be prized. Rural values and beliefs as interpreted by the 
Did Order Amish represent that which is worthwhile. 

Tradition is reflected with the utMlzatibn of horse drawn farm 
machinery rather than tractors with power steering and brakes, an air- 
conditioned cab^ and a hydraulic lifti Horses and buggies used to 



transport people snd goods are emphasized as cbrtiparec* to c^irs u^ith ii 
cbhdl tibhihg, power steering, and power brakes. Srr.ish houses do not 
haoe electricity, -^hus, ho electric ranges, hct water heaters, 
dishwashers, television sets, or radios. Centralized heating is hot 
evidence in Aruish houses. Electrical appliances and products are 
de-flnitely net wanted in Amish homes. Maintain Ing what Is in ^^.T.ish 
society is desired rather that what society stresses as being 
important . 

- Religious sc-rPlces are held in houses o? Amish rather than in 
church buildings. "God does hot dwell in a building built by human 
hands." The bishop, or one dt two ministers gives the message in 
preaching services. Preaching services are held every other week and 
not weekly. There, are no decorative items -for church services, not 
even a cross. Simplicity, not drhateness is emphasized in religious 
services conducted in the German language. Old Order Amish -first come 
to what is now the United States in 1732 -from Prussia (Germany). 

Traditional religious services over the years have hot minimized the 
importance 6? German church services, while Pehhsylvahia Dutch is the 

language 6? the home. English is the language Used to transact 

business in the larger society in buying and selling goods arid 

services. 

Sri ethnic yrbup di?¥ers ?rdf7i the majority in society cn terms d-f 
custom?^ Values^ beliefs, language, and nationality, the Old Order 
^ish are a minority group and an ethnic group living in American 
loci ety . 

Cbrisciehce is highly signi-ficant when studying the Old Order 
ftiish. This is true oi nbn-participati jn in any arid all wars. But 




also in other facets b-f Smish life is conscience a gital factor in 
choices and decisions made. For example, if a ne'^s? city limit 
ordinance includes farm land owned by Amish church members, they may 
move to another state to avoid laws which say indoor bathroom 
fsclllties are a must. This is true if members of a cohcr egat i on uote 
it wrong to have indoor plumbing. :;zt a : 1 Arr,isR cc-?grecct t ons are 
opposed to indoor toilets, however. Arr.ish may move to a different 
state if the local state requires orange-colored triangles on the rear 
of buggies pulled by horses, fimish have also rejected the usr- of 
licensed teachers to teach their children in their own parochial 
schools. In 15>72, the United States Supreme Court ruled that Old Order 
Amish with eighth grade terminal education could legally teach children 
from their own congregat i on Cs) . Numerous states make exceptions for 
the Did Order S-ish when their religious beliefs clash with the laws of 
the land. 

Old Order Amish believe in informal, rather than formal means of 
disciplining their members. Formal means emphasize the use of 
policemen, sheriffs fudges, attorneys. Juries, arid the legal system. 
In-Formal means of control emphasize the bishop, the two ministers, and 
the deacon regulating and working out d I sagreemeri ts between individuals 
and families of their own faith. The deacon, in particular^ with 
ihstryctiori from the bishop, work in the- direction of harmbhizing 
disputes among church members. 

Biblical beliefs receive high priority in Old Or-der Amish 
phllDsoph/, Geherally^ whatever is done can be Justified in literal 
understanding of the Bible. Not taking part in military service in 
any war is Justified with content in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
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5:43-^7). 



43 Ye have heard that jt hath been said, Thou shalt love thx 
neighbour^ and hate thine enemy: -- 

44 But I say unto xou, Love yoar enemies, bless them that 
curse xouj do good to them that hate you, and pray -for them 
which despite-Fully use you ^ and per seca t e - ycu j 

45 That ye may be the children^of your Father which is in 
heaven^ for he make th his sen to_rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sehdeth rain on the Just and on the unjust, 

46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? 
do not even the publicans the same? 

47 And Iv ye stlute your brethern only, what do ye more then 
others? do riot even the publicans so? 



Old Order Amish are -forbidden to swear verbally or on legal 
documents. Amish then are permitted to a-f-Firm, rather than swear, on 
legal documents: The Biblical basis here is found !n Matthew 5:33-37 
which states: 



33- Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of 
eld time , Thou shal t riot for^-swear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the l-ord thine baths: 

34 But I say unto you, Swear riot at all: neither by heaven? 
for it is Sod's thrones 

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool s he i ther by 
Jerusalem; for It is the city of the great King. 

26 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head^ because thou canst 
not make one hair white or black. 

37 But let your cbmrriuri i cat i bri be^ Yea* yea; Nay, nay; for 
Whatsoever is more thari these cometh of evil. 



Not using formal means or legal methbds bf cbritrbl of human beings 
is advocated in Mstthew 5:38-42 with the fbl!dwin§ direct quote frcHD 
the Bible: 



38 Ye nave heard that it hath been saidj Sri eye foi* an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth: 

3? But i say unto you, That ye resist nbt evi 1 5 but 
whatsoever sSiall smite thee on thy right cheeRp turn to hirn 
the other also. 

40 ^nd It any man will sue thee at the law^ and take away 
they coat, let him have thy cl.bak also. 



41 And whosoever shall comptl thee to go a mile^ §d with 
him twain ^ 

42 Sive to hjm that asketh thee, arid -frbrn him that would 
borrow of thee tarn not thou away. 

Old Order Amish base their acts and deeds on literal 
acceptance d? the Biblei AmIsh children In parochial schools study the 
fourth r ^religion) as well as th^ 3r"3 <readirig, writing, arid 
arithmetic). The school environment Is not separated, but rather 
iritegrated with a study of the Bible and Biblical stories. 

In eidsing 

Old Order Amish in sdclety have definite easterns and traditions, 
^t the heart of their thinking is resolving conflicts peacefully within 
their own cultural group. In times of conscription of young men, 
alternative service iri governmental approved civilian work is performed 
^ather than military service. Approved kinds of work emkphasizes the 
national health arid safety of humankind in society. Working !n 
iospitals, in particular, has been an important type of alternative 
►erv ice « 

Regardless of the time of year^ Old Order Amish have a tremendous 
eputation in helping others who have experienced natural disasters, 
itorms, cyclones, and hurricaries take their toll each year in the 
hited States. Old Order Amish help alleviate human suffering in 
ociety. Regardless of who is affected by these natural disasters, Old 
rder Amish help cleanup and rebuild without c^^arges for services 

erf brmed. 
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The Mennonite Weekly R^wlew cdritairied the fdl lowing article 

ertaining to Old Order Amishmen building a hdn-Amish farmers barn 
estroyed bv a hurricane: 

Q 
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..fit day-'s end Clyde and Ruth Penrod were plainly 
bewildered by what ther had seen i A new barn-36 -feet wide 
and 66 ?eet long like the old one-stood tall and sturdy where 
there had been nothing 12 hours earlier. 

OFFERING TD PAY, 6t course, was but bi the question. 
The Penrbds weren^t even sure how e??us i ye the i r thanks ought 
to be. "These people do this kind of thine almost 
1 hst i net i vel y > " he says. ''It's dust the wax they liye. It 
probably never occurred to therr; net to put up my barn.'' 

He was pleased, naturally^ and grateful . That showed on 
his -face as plainly as the look of disbelie-f he had worn all 
day at his hew barn rose frdrn the concrete block foundation 
that had protected him and his wife. 

But there was one thing he did not feel, and he 
expressed it as the last of the black buggies headed up his 
lane. "I'm not surprised^" he said, "Not'at all.** 
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